Caring For Your Landscape:
After Care - Summer

For Your Lawn
» Apply weed and feed fertilizer to control broadleaf weeds and clover. Apply in

the morning on wet grass so that particles cling to weed foliage. Plan your
application for when dry weather is forecast for at least 48 hours.

» Remember to raise mowing height to 3 inches to conserve water during the hot
months of July and August. Lawns will need a high nitrogen feeding during this
time.

 Apply grub control if there is evidence of moles and other rooting rodents in your
lawn.

For Your Vegetable Garden

« Apply a weekly fertilizer to give vegetable plants a healthy start and keep them
producing all summer long.

- Start seeds for fall vegetable crops.

- Stake tomato plants and remove suckers to ensure maximum production.

* Replant heat-tolerant lettuce varieties for summer salads.

- It is not too late for veggies! For those who are getting a late start, consider a
container garden of cooking herbs and tomatoes. Remember, you can never
have enough fresh basil.

For Your Flower Beds

 Feed roses with rose food and systemic insect control.

» Deadhead annual and perennial flowers to encourage repeat bloom. Discard
spent flowers to avoid spreading disease.

« If transplanting spring-flowering bulbs, such as daffodils, tulips, and minor bulbs,
lift and separate at this time. Apply a fungicide treatment; store in a cool, well-
ventilated space; and allow bulbs to rest until fall before replanting.

« Apply a layer of mulch to beds to control weeds and conserve moisture.

- Give plants a weekly feeding of liquid fertilizer to keep them performing all
summer long.

» Have some bare spots in your borders? Visit the garden center for larger ‘patio’
pots of summer annuals. Itis an instant fix that will keep your border blooming
all summer long.

» Today's new varieties of super annuals require additional fertilizer treatments.
Give plants a weekly feeding of liquid fertilizer to keep them performing all
summer long.

For Your Trees and Shrubs

- Fertilize flowering trees and shrubs such as rhododendrons, azaleas, and other
broadleaf evergreens after blooming. This is also the best time to prune, before
next year’s buds have set.

- Make sure to keep those newly planted trees and shrubs watered well. Try to
provide at least an inch of water, whether through the rain or sprinklers in order
to protect your investment.

+ Have trees and bushes in need of pruning? Prune ‘bleeder’ trees like maple,
dogwood, birch and elm, as well as the fruiting canes of raspberry and
blackberry plants after harvest is over. Cut canes at ground level. Refrain from
pruning spring-flowering shrubs now.
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